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FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Happy New Year! 2012 was a good year for RMAC and I 
expect that 2013 will be even better. Marilyn and I 
enjoyed hosting the Chapter’s Christmas meeting on 
December 15

th
 – we hope you enjoyed it also. Of course, 

our major event in 2013 will be the combined AOAI/SDC 
International Meet (June 30 – July 6) in Colorado 
Springs. Planning for this event seems to be going well 
and its success will certainly depend on each of you 
helping out. In particular, we will need as many 
volunteers as possible to assist with the Memorabilia 
Sales/Silent Auction tables and in the Crowne Plaza’s 
Hospitality Suite. You might also be thinking about what 
items you can contribute to our silent auction. Our 2013 
kick-off meeting is now scheduled on February 16

th
 for a 

9:00am breakfast buffet at Delvickios restaurant located 
at 819 W. Littleton Blvd. in Littleton. I look forward to 
seeing you there.  

Phil Scott, RMAC President 

2013 OFFICERS 

Elections were held at the December meeting and the 
officers are: 

President, Phil Scott 
Vice President, Lynn Metz 
Secretary, Marilyn Scott (and Chapter Newsletter editor) 
Treasurer, Sue Redmond 
Board: Joe Rink, Stan Brown, Ray Petros 

AUGUST-DECEMBER ACTIVITIES 

July 29
th 

- August 4
th

:  12 members drove or flew to the 
South Bend Convention.  See the following article for 
details. 

September 8
th

: On International Drive Your Studebaker 
Day, four RMAC Avantis were displayed in a 30-car 
show, the Roxborough Art & Car Show, organized by 
Phil for the Roxborough residential community. 

September29
th

:  Three members caravanned together 
and joined about 6 Pikes Peak Chapter Studebaker 
owners and about 40 other collector cars for a show at 
the Wildwood Casino in Cripple Creek. We were there 
primarily to check out the suitability of the Wildwood 
Casino to serve as a July 4th replacement for the 
previously scheduled Flying "W" Ranch Fun Night event 
planned for the 2013 Convention. 

November 17
th

: Fifteen members met for lunch at Mike 
and Nong Nicholas’ home. Nong provided a wonderful 
feast. A business meeting was conducted, and following, 
a tech session was held in Mike’s garage, using his ’63 
Avanti.   We also got a tour of Mike’s restoration work on 
his Mustang. THANKS Mike & Nong! 

 

 

December 15
th

:  18 members attended the annual 
Holiday party, gift exchange and meeting at the home 
of Marilyn and Phil Scott. THANKS Phil & Marilyn! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CARAVAN TO SOUTH BEND 2012 INTERNATIONAL 
MEET, JULY 29 – AUGUST 5  

RMAC members Frank and Ruthanne Nekvasil, Phil 
and Marilyn Scott, Joe and Sheila Rink, Ben Evans 
and Sue Redmond (caravanned to South Bend for the 
2012 International Meet.  Two other couples, Ray and 
Catherine Petros and Lynn and Sharron Metz flew via 
the comfort of air travel.  

Saturday, July 28, 2012: Everyone arrived to the 
Service Center in Watkins at 7:00 a.m. We headed 
east on I-70 to Byers and then onto US 36 where the 
speed limit was 65. (Thank you Joe and Frank for 
selecting this route). US 36 is generally a two lane 
road system that goes through miles upon miles of 
farm country, new farms and many abandoned farms, 
barns, and machinery. Driving on US 36 was very 
pleasant and quiet with little traffic, no big trucks. The 
area around Byers showed the drought issues with 
parched corn only 12 inches high. Our first stop was 
St. Francis, Kansas for fuel. Later, we stopped in 
Norton, Kansas where we found a small park for lunch 
and more fuel. The temperature going through Kansas 
was 105 degrees. (The Geographical Center of the 
United States is four miles north of the highway in 
Norton). We headed east to Smith Center and into 
Lebanon, Kansas. Three of the cars air conditioning 
had a difficult time keeping up with the hot 
temperatures with different degrees of discomfort for 
the passengers. We fueled up again in Hiawatha; then 
drove on to beautiful, cooler, greener Missouri with 
many, many trees. We drove to St. Joseph and finally 
into Cameron, Missouri, arriving there at 7:00 p.m. We 
stayed overnight at the Best Western Acorn Inn. On 
that first day of driving, at almost every gas station 
stop, people were taking pictures of our Avantis. One 
man turned around, stopped, stated, “I’ve never seen 
four Avantis together.” 
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Sunday, July 29, 2012: We departed Cameron, Missouri 
at 7:00 a.m. and drove on to Hannibal, Missouri. That 
day was cooler with some rain and, of course, the 
highway was bordered with corn and soybeans for 
producing ethanol and bio-diesel; even the factories to 
process these products are there. We crossed the 
”Mighty Mississippi” and entered Illinois. Finally, we 
departed US 36 and took Highway 72 toward Springfield. 
We stopped in Champaign, Illinois for lunch, drove 
through Wingate, Indiana and headed toward South 
Bend on Indiana State Route 25 (Michigan Avenue in 
South Bend). We planned to stop at the meet hotel, 
erroneously called The Marriott. Sadly, unknown to us 
the hotel had changed to the Double Tree. 
Unfortunately, with wrong information and directions, we 
took a circular tour of downtown South Bend. Finally, we 
arrived at the meet hotel, where we met up with Lynn 
Metz, and dropped off the polo shirts and water bottles. 
Sunday evening everyone was settled into their rooms. 
The Inn at St. Mary’s Hotel (host hotel for AOAI) was a 
great choice selected by the Michiana Chapter. I must 
say very nice. 

On Monday, Lynn Metz, coordinator/scheduler, set up in 
the Registration Room at the Double Tree. Lynn, thank 
you for keeping everyone scheduled to sell our polo 
shirts and water bottles.  

On Tuesday, Lynn moved everything out to the 
fairgrounds because that was where all action was. All of 
the RMAC volunteers had the opportunity to promote the 
2013 meet next year. We sold over $700 in polo shirts 
and water bottles. An added bonus, was Frank’s 
cookies. Frank crafted Avanti and Studebaker molds 
from stainless steel as cookie cutters. He coordinated 
with a local bakery to bake about four dozen cookies. 
The cookies were topped with an edible frosting picture 
of the Avanti and the SDC logo. The cookies were very 
popular with buyers. That evening, we met at the 
Studebaker Museum (gift shop area) for a very tasty 
Polish dinner, followed with pies for dessert. There were 
two guest speakers. 

On Wednesday the AOAI’s banquet was at the beautiful 
South Bend Country Club. Again, a great dinner. In 
addition to eating, we listened to two guest speakers and 
then Max Starky presented several Special Distinction 
awards to chapter members (Congratulations, Frank 
Nekvasil!). 

On Thursday, the Concourse was at the Fairgrounds 
south of downtown. There were 600+ Studebakers 
including 127 Avantis. The Fairgrounds were perfect as 
everyone had lots of room to display their cars on very 
cool grass. The temperature was a “balmy” 85 degrees 
with the humidity at 85 percent. Also, the Swap Meet 
Area housed two huge air conditioned buildings. Outside 
vendors had lots of room, too. 

On Friday, the final banquet was at The Exposition Hall 
adjacent to the Double Tree with a convenient walkway 
from the Meet hotel.  

In addition to the huge swap meet and concourse car 
show, the convention also included numerous technical 
seminars, business meetings and tours. Ben, Sue, Lynn 

and Sharron took an enjoyable full-day architectural 
tour of Chicago on Wednesday. Also they, along with 
the Nekvasil’s, visited the beautiful Auburn, Cord and 
Duesenberg Museum on Friday. Phil and I stopped at 
the Studebaker Museum on Friday. We purchased a 
campus tour that included the roving current exhibit. 
This exhibit included early 1900’s medical devices, 
quackery tools and medicines; new and modern for 
that time period and very out-of-date for today. We 
also joined a guided tour of the Oliver Mansion, also 
called Copshaholm. The mansion’s design is 
Romanesque Queen Anne. Three generations lived in 
the mansion for 72 years.  J.D. Oliver was the founder 
of the Oliver Chilled Plow Works. The third-generation 
grandchildren donated the home to the Historical 
Society. 

On Saturday we were homeward bound. Lynn, 
Sharron, Ray and Catherine drove back to 
Indianapolis to catch their flights back to Denver. Joe, 
Sheila, Ben and Sue left at 6:45am. Phil and Marilyn 
left at 8am. Our only memorable adventure happened 
on Saturday, near Iowa City. Phil and I drove for 45 
minutes in a horrendous rain storm for at least 20 
miles. Phil managed to follow a semi with bright 
emergency lights on the trailer. Ben, Joe and gals, 
ahead of us by an hour, were at a restaurant for lunch, 
and only had a shorter time to drive in this rain storm. 
(Ben found all the leaks in his Avanti). Frank and 
Ruthanne stayed in the South Bend area to be with 
family for a couple extra days. 

Sunday afternoon – all home safe and sound. Good 
time. Great job promoting 2013. Thank you again to 
Frank for leading us on US 36. Thank you Lynn for 
organizing everyone to sell our polo shirts and water 
bottles. 

By Marilyn Scott 

CHAPTER WEB SITE 

Lori Sander is working on a web site for RMAC.  The 
basic framework of that site is mostly done, but 
content will need to be provided by the club.  

http://avanti6307.wordpress.com/ 

2013 SDC/AOAI CONVENTION, COLORADO 
SPRINGS 

Phil, Frank, Ben, and Lynn are continuing to meet in 
Colorado Springs to plan the event. Because of the 
demise of the Flying W Ranch in the Waldo Canyon 
fire, the “Fun Night” will be held at the Wildwood 
Casino in Cripple Creek. Buses will be used to take 
people to the casino. 

MY OTHER CAR 

By Pat Tucci  

This time around I talked to Chapter member, Lynn 
Metz.  In addition to his maroon ’63 Avanti R1, Lynn 
owns a couple other cars including a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, a Nissan and a 1979 Fiat 124 Spider 
convertible. Today we talked about his Fiat. 
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P: Is the Fiat primarily a “show car” or an everyday 
driver? 
L: It’s a driving car, although maybe not so much in the 
winter. 

P: How did you obtain the car? 
L: I knew someone who had one, and I’d wanted a 
sports car. I also looked at Porsches and Alfas. 

P: How is it equipped? 
L: It’s got a 2000 cc 4-cylinder engine with dual 
overhead cams. It also has a 5-speed transmission and 
disc brakes. 

P: Anything particularly special or unique about the car? 
L: Not particularly, although you don’t see a lot of them 
on the road. 

P: What do you like best about the car? 
L: It’s a fun car to drive, and I like the fact that it’s a 
convertible. 

P: What do you like least about it? 
L: It’s a bit small and a tight fit for me. 

P: Would you buy another one, and if not, what cars 
would be on your wish list? 
L: Yes, I’d get another one if I had to replace this one. 
As far as a wish list, I just put in an offer on a ’56 Golden 
Hawk, but I don’t think I’ll get it. 

AVANTI FOR SALE 

Regretfully, Zelda and Pat would like to sell their Avanti. 
We love the car, but it needs an owner who can do more 
of the work themselves. Following is some info: 

1978 Avanti (Serial number RQ-B 2795) has always 
been a Colorado car, one of 165 produced that year. 
The car retains its original, custom ordered colors: white 
fiberglass exterior and jade upholstery and carpet.  
Equipped with a 350 cu. in. Corvette engine, automatic 
transmission, power windows and locks, sunroof, AM/FM 
radio and cassette player, and air conditioning (needs 
recharged).  Has vintage Magster wheels. Running very 
well. Under 92,000 miles.  Needs minor upholstery repair 
and body work, and new paint would be needed after 
body work is complete. Asking $15,000 OBO. 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 

This is the last newsletter put together by Zelda and 
Pat.  

This year, Please submit articles, tech ideas and 
comments to: 

Marilyn Scott 

co.pp.ww-nwsltr@hotmail.com 
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